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Welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter. In this issue, 
we bring you updates on community facilities and new homes 
in Phase 1 and share our emerging plans for Phase 2 at 
Waterbeach. You’ll also find news on local transport 
improvements and highlights from recent community events 
and activities.

​The new Brew & Basket shop, café and community space will 
open in the New Year, welcoming residents and visitors with 
hot drinks, daily essentials and a spot to relax, socialise and 
enjoy activities. Conveniently located at the Sustainable 
Travel Hub, a short hop from the bus stop and bike hire, with 
easy parking.​

The new pedestrian, cycle and equestrian bridge over the 
A10 was installed ahead of schedule and is set to open in 
early 2026, connecting Waterbeach to Cambridge via the 
upgraded Mere Way. Plans for a new roundabout on the A10 
will further enhance connectivity, linking the new town to 
the Waterbeach to Cambridge Busway and Park&Ride, and 
creating what will be the start of the link road to the 
relocated rail station.

The team has been working on plans for Phase 2 of 
Waterbeach, which will include up to 2,500 new homes, 
schools, sports pitches, parks and play areas. It will also  
play a key part in delivering the Town Centre with shops, 
cafés and essential services such as a health centre and 
community space. ​This phase will continue to prioritise 
sustainable living, with energy-efficient homes, green 
spaces and active travel routes. ​

Waterbeach continues to host a range of events and 
activities for residents and the surrounding community.  
This year’s Summer at the Beach transformed The Terraces 
with displays of colour, texture and sound, and the monthly 
Waterbeach Community Market continues to showcase 
some of the region’s finest produce. We also have 
Christmas celebrations and January’s Health and Wellbeing 
Fair to look forward to.

Waterbeach is growing into a dynamic, inclusive community 
and we hope you find something here to enjoy. If you have 
any queries, or ideas for future editions of our newsletter, 
please let us know.

With festive wishes from 
Rebecca, Fiona and Caroline 
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Bridge installed
By working 24 hours a day in shifts during the  
A10 weekend road closures on 6/7 and 13/14 
September, the dedicated team from GRAHAM  
was able to secure the early completion of the 
core components of the bridge installation.

The bridge was manufactured off-site and then 
transported to Waterbeach. The largest section  
was 70 tonnes and 28m long and was lifted into 
place using a 650-tonne crane.  

Paul Mumford, Project Director for Waterbeach 
master developer Urban&Civic, said: “The bridge  
is a feat of civil engineering, and the team did a 

fantastic job to complete its early installation.  
We apologise for the inconvenience caused by  
the associated road closures and diversions, but  
are delighted that the third weekend road closure 
originally planned was not required.”

Following the installation of the bridge, the 
construction team has been carrying out 
tarmacking, installing lighting and completing 
site-wide finishing works, with the bridge due to 
open in early 2026.

New active travel link to  
Cambridge opening soon
The new pedestrian, cycle and equestrian bridge over the A10 has been installed and 
finishing works are on track to finalise the predominantly off-road connection from the 
new Waterbeach development to Cambridge via Mere Way early next year.
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Active travel route
Mere Way is a key part of the vision to provide 
robust, sustainable transport connections to 
support the development of Waterbeach, as well  
as providing benefits to the surrounding area.

Upgrades were carried out in 2023/24, helping 
connect communities by providing an active 
travel route between Waterbeach and Landbeach, 
to Cambridge Science Park and beyond — for 
existing and future users.

Once open, the A10 bridge will complete the  
link for pedestrians, cyclists and equestrians 
travelling to/from Waterbeach.

New bridge being lifted into place
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The roundabout will serve as the main gateway for 
the new town. It will also provide an important 
connection between the proposed new Travel Hub 
that will include Park&Ride facilities, a dedicated 
busway to Cambridge and access to the relocated 
Waterbeach rail station. 

The new roundabout will be built alongside the 
existing road to minimise disruption and ensure the 
A10 remains open during the majority of the works. 

The roundabout has been designed to 
accommodate the future capacity required for the 
new town and the Travel Hub, and could be made 
larger if further investment in the A10 comes 
forward in the future. 

The plans have been worked up with Cambridgeshire 
County Council and Greater Cambridge Partnership, 
who are delivering the Travel Hub, the Waterbeach 
to Cambridge busway and the relocated rail station. 

Paul Mumford, Project Director for Urban&Civic, 
said: “This roundabout is a key piece of 
infrastructure that will unlock access to the new 
town and its sustainable transport network. It 
complements our wider strategy to improve 
capacity on the local road network, while also 
working hard to provide robust travel options that 
reduce car dependency and promote active and 
public travel options.”

Paul van de Bulk, Project Manager at the Greater 
Cambridge Partnership, said:“This roundabout is a 
great example of how organisations work together 
to make sure people are able to move around easily. 
The roundabout will be an integral connection 
between our proposed Waterbeach to Cambridge 
busway and Travel Hub, the new housing and the 
relocated station.”

Around Waterbeach

Roundabout planning application
Plans have been submitted for a new roundabout on the A10  
at Waterbeach, marking a significant step forward in delivering  
key transport infrastructure to support the emerging new town  
at Waterbeach.

We’re working hard to do as much of 
the construction offline as possible, 
to minimise disruption to the A10 
while delivering long-term benefits 
for both new and existing 
communities.
Paul Mumford Urban&Civic

Location of the 
roundabout

A10 bridge

Location of proposed roundabout

Run by Urban Brew, the team behind the popular 
Brew by the Lake at Waterbeach, the new shop will 
sell daily essentials, household basics and toiletries. 
Where possible, Brew & Basket will stock locally 
sourced products and respond to requests from 
residents.

The café will supply freshly brewed coffee and teas, 
cold drinks, beers, wine and a selection of pastries, 
sandwiches and light bites. Seating will be available 
indoors and outside (weather permitting), creating 
a comfortable area to relax and socialise. 

The Gillyflower Room will provide community space 
for meetings and presentations, as well as activities 
such as book groups, quiz nights and yoga classes.

Sukhi Singh Bhatia from Urban Brew said: “Our vision 
for the new Brew & Basket shop and café is to create 
a welcoming, community-focused space that brings 
residents together while meeting everyday 
shopping needs. The aim is to blend a small, friendly 
grocery with a relaxed coffee corner — a place to 
pick up essentials, enjoy a good cup of coffee, and 
connect with neighbours. “As Waterbeach grows, we will expand the grocery 

range to include fresh produce and local artisan 
goods, increase staffing from the local area and 
host regular community events in partnership with 
Urban&Civic.”

Conveniently located at the Sustainable Travel Hub 
opposite Stonebond and Cala Homes, Brew & Basket 
will be a great place to grab a snack and cuppa for 
an onward bus journey or the walk home. It will be 
open from 8am to 5pm on Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Sunday, and 8am to 8pm on Friday and 
Saturday. It will be closed on Mondays. Details of 
events and activities will be shared through 
community noticeboards and social media. 

A permanent larger convenience store has been 
approved and will be delivered within the next parcel 
of homes, opposite the main community centre and 
interim health space. 

For enquiries, suggestions or collaborations, please 
email info@urbanbrewhouse.co.uk. You will be able 
to book the Gillyflower Room by emailing  
hello@waterbeachwb.co.uk. 

Brew & Basket: shop, café  
and community space
A flexible new community building encompassing a shop,  
café and community space is opening soon at Waterbeach  
to support new residents.

The new community building will 
provide a focal point for residents 
and visitors to stock up, catch up 
and find out about the latest news, 
events and activities taking place at 
the development.
Caroline Ward Community Development 
Lead, Urban&Civic

New community building being lifted into place
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Around Waterbeach

Emerging plans for Phase 2
With most of the first housing areas in Phase 1 now being brought 
forward with housebuilder partners (see pages 20–21), the Urban&Civic 
team is looking at the next phase of the development.

The big picture
So far, Phase 1 has seen 200 homes built and being 
lived in, with more to come to make up the 1,600 new 
homes within this phase. These will sit alongside the 
first primary school, a local centre with leisure uses, 
shops and a community centre, play spaces, a 
network of footpaths and cycleways, and transport 
links including a Sustainable Travel Hub and offsite 
cycle connections to Cambridge (along Mere Way).

Phase 2 will include up to 2,500 new homes, the 
second primary school, a secondary school, land for 
a SEND school, sports pitches, parks and play areas. 
It will also provide the southern access to the 
development, with a new roundabout on the A10 
and the road, bus and cycle connections to the 
relocated railway station. 

The second phase is also a key part of delivering the 
Town Centre, which will be delivered in stages at the 
end of the first phase and through the second. This 
will include shops and cafés, and it will also be the 
focus for the health centre, second community 
centre, library, faith space and other services. 

Future phases will bring forward the remaining 
2,400 of the 6,500 new homes allocated to 
Waterbeach alongside parks, play areas, transport 
links and additional primary school provision to meet 
the requirements of new residents.
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PHASE 2

PHASE 1

FUTURE PHASES

Indicative phasing plan

Masterplan is for 
illustrative purposes 
only; details are likely 
to change.
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Around Waterbeach
Emerging plans for Phase 2

What is a phase?
Waterbeach is being delivered in phases that reflect 
the original Outline Planning Consent for the 
development. Phase 2 will continue to deliver the 
existing strategies in place for biodiversity and 
green infrastructure, drainage and water strategy, 
and transport and access.

It will also include new amenities and facilities, 
which require an updated Design Code and 
Landscape Framework to reflect what is coming 
forward and the specific locations in which the 
development will happen. These will set consistent 
benchmarks of quality across the development. 
Every application that follows within this phase 
must comply with the standards set. 

Indicative timeline
The planning process for this important part of the 
development will happen through a series of 
consultations and applications, with an initial 
framework document setting out the key principles 
and spatial layout of this phase. This will be followed 
by a Design Code, which will ensure a consistent 
vision for the design of homes, infrastructure like 
roads and cycle ways, and green spaces. Following 
on from that, individual parts of the development 
will come forward in detailed design, like the homes 
and services being delivered in Phase 1.

Winter 2025/6	 Shaping the plans 
Spring 2026	 Submission of Phase 2 Design Code
Spring 2026	 Infrastructure applications
Late 2026	 Infrastructure work starts
2027	� Reserved Matters applications for the  

first Phase 2 homes
2027	� Town Centre Design Code
2028	 Phase 2 homes start to be built
 
Phase 2 of Waterbeach will take 5–6 years to deliver. 
All dates approximate and subject to change.

The plans for Phase 2 of Waterbeach 
are in the early stages of design and 
remain high-level. We are keen to 
get thoughts on the principles and 
approach we are establishing, and 
reflections on the first phase, to 
ensure we continue to deliver high-
quality spaces people want to live  
in and visit, as well as the facilities 
the area needs.
Paul Mumford Urban&Civic

The heart of the new town
Development at Waterbeach will grow along the 
Causeway route once trodden by medieval monks, 
linking the heart of the existing village to the 
re-energised barracks district through its unique 
waterfront and onwards towards Denny Abbey.

This chain of places and activities gives a framework 
for a growing Cambridgeshire community layered 
with history but distinctive and of our age. A place 
that is nurtured and cultivated as it grows and 
evolves.

The Causeway runs north/south and links the  
village to the lake. 

The Public Transport Route runs east/west, 
connecting the Park & Ride to Waterbeach New 
Town East and the Train Station, promoting 
sustainable travel.

At their intersection lies the Town Centre and 
Schools, the heart of the community.

Key considerations in the development of the  
Phase 2 masterplan include:

Comprehensive Development: Growing from  
Phase 1 and integrating housing, infrastructure  
and community spaces.

Current & Future Uses: Responding to evolving 
needs of the town centre and schools, whilst 
enhancing the community and heritage value of  
the barracks, terraces and sports hall.

The Lake: Maximising opportunities for wellbeing, 
play and sport in the lakeside setting.

Connecting to the Village: Strengthening physical 
and social ties with the existing village.

Pace of Delivery: Planning housing parcels for 
buildability and timely delivery of high-quality homes.

Key Gateways: Defining entrances from the A10 and 
the existing village through unique placemaking.

Waterbeach parameter plan

● Centres 
✸ Schools
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Around Waterbeach
Emerging plans for Phase 2

Living and learning
Community is at the heart of Waterbeach. A key  
part of the Urban&Civic approach is to create 
quality homes, in landscaped settings, with links to 
walkable neighbourhoods, including safe walk/scoot 
routes to school. Planning the locations of schools 
and homes within this phase has been a key building 
block of the work to date.

New homes
Phase 2 will see up to 2,500 homes, which, as part  
of our commitment to a high-quality, low-carbon 
development, will follow Urban&Civic’s Sustainability 
Framework. This will ensure housebuilders build 
energy and water-efficient homes, with lower 
carbon materials. The walkable connections to bus 
stops, shops and green spaces, and links to wider 
cycle and bus routes are all part of creating a 
sustainable community.

Type and tenures: The planning framework for this 
phase will set out a range of house types to buy  
and rent to meet local needs. We anticipate this  
will include:

●	 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments 
●	 2, 3, 4 and 5 bedroom family homes 
●	 Single-storey and adaptable homes.

As with Phase 1, we will work with a range of 
housebuilders to bring forward these new homes.

Affordable homes: The range of affordable home 
options is reviewed for each phase of the 
development and will be agreed with South 
Cambridgeshire District Council. We anticipate  
a range of options which could include Shared 
Ownership and Affordable Rent. 

Education
There are three schools planned for the second 
phase of Waterbeach. A primary school, secondary 
school and land for a Special Educational Needs 
School (which will be delivered according to the 
needs of the local education authority). 

Like Deneia Primary Academy, the schools will be 
designed to have play areas around them and to 
have off-road cycle and walking routes so people 
can reach them safely, without needing to drive.

Urban&Civic will work with Cambridgeshire County 
Council (as the Education Authority), South 
Cambridgeshire District Council (as the planning 
authority) and the Department for Education (DfE) to 
define the exact timings for these schools to open. 

The buildings will be designed and delivered 
collaboratively to ensure they come forward as part 
of the wider masterplan; at the right time and when 
they are needed, in line with the triggers set out in 
the Section 106 agreement.

As part of this process, the DfE and the Council will 
work together to appoint the Academy Trusts to run 
the schools, and residents will be involved in that 
process as it moves forward.

Indicative masterplan — locations subject to change

Evolving Masterplan
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Town centre
As the development grows, Waterbeach will have  
a Town Centre to provide new residents with the 
facilities and services they need. In the meantime, 
the community rooms, squash courts and 
refurbished Sports Hall and Studio will continue to 
operate until new facilities are available.

Health centre
The Urban&Civic team has been working with local 
health partners since the first discussions about 
the development and continues to meet monthly  
to plan the timing and range of services available  
for new residents.

The delivery of healthcare comes in three phases:

●	� Additional rooms and services at the existing 
village surgery provide early support for new 
residents.

●	� Within the first community centre coming 
forward, there will also be an interim health 
centre, with two clinical rooms and a separate 
entrance area.

●	� At the end of the first phase and the start of the 
second phase of development, the permanent 
health centre will come forward within the future 
Town Centre, offering a full range of medical and 
health services.

The permanent Waterbeach Health Centre will be  
a foundation block of the Town Centre coming 
forward. It is anticipated that the building will be at 
the heart of a cluster of health uses brought 
together in and around the centre, which may 
include: GP services; Health clinics, Wellness advice 
and support groups; Social prescribing; Pharmacy; 
Dental practice; Opticians; Physiotherapy; 
Counselling and mental health services.

Community spaces
A new community centre will be delivered with a 
range of facilities including a permanent library and 
space for community services, which may include 
faith space or space for drop-ins with local 
authorities or the police.

Over the coming months, Urban&Civic will be 
working with partners to agree the key uses and 
broad layout for this area, which will complement 
the community spaces in other local centres.

Shops and cafés/eateries
The Town Centre will include space for leisure, cafés 
and restaurants, shops and amenities. While the 
exact components will be subject to market forces, 
Urban&Civic is keen to create an attractive 
environment and to support local businesses and 
starts-ups to flourish.

The Terraces
As the home of Summer at the Beach and 
Waterbeach Community Market, The Terraces have 
come to represent what a successful town centre 
should be offering: retail, culture and community in 
one central location.

The aim is to keep The Terraces in place for as long 
as we possibly can, while we work to deliver new, 
purpose-built spaces that allow the community 
spirit created in The Terraces to continue. 

Around Waterbeach
Emerging plans for Phase 2

Sport, play and nature
Physical activity is a core element of Waterbeach, 
and sports facilities and play areas will be an 
intrinsic part of the design for Phase 2.

Sports facilities
We are working with the local community to 
understand the demand for sports pitches and 
which sports the community would be most 
interested in playing. Understanding existing 
provisions will help enhance and improve the 
provision for all. 

Play areas
Urban&Civic has always invested in the early 
delivery of quality play spaces, with bespoke play 
equipment inspired by each site’s unique heritage 
and natural environment. The play areas in Phase 2 
of Waterbeach will form a focal point for people to 
meet and enjoy time together.

Central to this vision is designing and delivering play 
equipment that encourages inclusive activity and 
fun for kids of all ages! The equipment is designed 
to help children’s development: exploring different 
movement and sensory skills, and becoming 
progressively more complex and engaging as you 
move through the play space.

Inclusivity is a fundamental part of the play strategy, 
with advice and support from disability groups 
informing designs and layouts for children of all 
abilities and supporting parents/carers or siblings 
with disabilities to ensure families can play together. 
The vision is that through play, we can support 
lifelong learning, the joy of movement and the 
opportunity to share life experiences.

Green spaces
Phase 2 will include many more hectares of green 
space, both on people’s doorsteps — with pocket 
parks and green links — and through the completion 
of key habitat areas coming forward, which will 
include the southern half of the Western bund and 
watercourse, the southwest corner of the lake and 
runway grassland, and urban ecology.

The approach has been designed to continue to 
deliver our Green Infrastructure Vision of connecting 
woodlands, valuing water and replenishing 
grasslands. It is also a key part of our commitment 
to ensuring a net gain for nature throughout the 
development.

Green spaces in Phase 2 of Waterbeach will also 
contain allotments, allowing the community to get 
hands-on with nature as they grow their own food, 
as well as providing space for the community to 
come together.

Waterbeach Community Market at The Terraces
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Around Waterbeach
Emerging plans for Phase 2

design work will ensure evocative and defining 
gateways from both the village and the A10.

A network of walking and cycling routes will provide 
safe and easy access through the development,  
and a route around the perimeter (Bounds Route) 
will provide a leisure route for walking, cycling and 
horse riding.

As with Phase 1, sustainable and active travel will  
be embedded in the design, and Urban&Civic will 
continue to work with active travel coordinators to 
encourage and incentivise residents to choose 
sustainable and active modes of travel.

Heritage
The Vision for Waterbeach has always drawn on the 
historic Causeway route, which once connected 
Waterbeach and Denny Abbey: the development is 
committed to re-establishing this historic way, as a 
core walking and cycling route, which connects the 
village, through the Barracks, to the lake, and then 
north towards Denny Abbey.

The layers of history will be reflected — in 
interpretation and materials used — alongside 
connections to new habitats, spaces and facilities 
coming forward.

We will continue to work with the Heritage Group to 
ensure that the rich history of the area is reflected 
and celebrated in the second phase at Waterbeach. 

As with Phase 1, street names will be informed by the 
local heritage and shine a spotlight on the people 
and places that have played such an important part 
in the area’s history.
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Walking, cycling and riding

Connections
The Causeway runs north/south and links the village 
to the lake. The Public Transport Route (Sustainable 
Movement Corridor on the plan above) runs east/
west, connecting the Park & Ride to Waterbeach 
New Town East and the Train Station, promoting 
sustainable travel.

Where these two routes cross, lies the Town Centre 
and schools, the heart of the community.

This location will also provide a strong connection to 
the existing village: providing social and cultural ties 
between the new and existing community, and 
access to future facilities and amenities. Future 



18 19

Biodiversity Net Gain
As part of our membership of Natural 
Cambridgeshire, we share a commitment to doubling 
the amount of land within the county that is 
managed for nature.

Along with this commitment to nature, Urban&Civic 
is seeking to deliver Biodiversity Net Gain at 
Waterbeach and across all our developments. This 
will be independently verified by the Wildlife Trust.

We have developed a Toolkit to bring together best 
practice and to inform our design and approach to 
move this forward, working with our design team, 
government and local partners. This will drive the 
approach in Phase 2.

Around Waterbeach
Emerging plans for Phase 2

Sustainable water management
Waterbeach takes a nature-based approach to 
managing water, not just to support the new 
community to be climate resilient, but to support 
the wider area too. The approach also has positive 
environmental benefits: with carefully selected 
planting improving the quality of the water as it 
moves through, as well as creating habitats for 
wildlife.

The sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) features 
at Waterbeach include:

●	 Rain gardens: that help reduce flooding by 
storing rainwater and reducing pollution by filtering 
water before it soaks back into the ground. They 
also create a wildlife friendly feature, with native 
and ornamental species planted to provide seasonal 
flowering to support invertebrates.

●	 Attenuation ponds: as well as providing nature-
based solutions for surface water management, 
they provide habitats for nature. Reeds, aquatic and 
marginal planting provide a diverse range of species 
typical of regional wetland and fenland habitats. 
These provide foraging and nesting opportunities 
for birds, terrestrial and aquatic invertebrates, and 
bats as well as common amphibians such as 
common frog and common toad.

Alongside managing too much water, homes in 
Phase 2 will reflect important water saving features 
that use less water per household and support 
wider energy efficiency principles that reduce the 
need for power, heating and water.

Next steps
We will continue to engage with residents and the 
local community, and share more information as  
the plans evolve.

To share your thoughts on the emerging plans for 
Phase 2 of Waterbeach outlined in this article, 
please email hello@waterbeachwb.co.uk
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Ways to live at Waterbeach
Whether starting out, looking for space to grow or downsizing, 
Waterbeach has a wide range of apartments and houses coming 
forward with a range of innovative approaches to help people 
secure a home within the new development. 

Meet the housebuilders
Stonebond
Stonebond has an exclusive collection of 3 & 4 
bedroom houses at Waterbeach. Visit Stonebond’s 
Showhome to find out more about the new homes 
available and the range of incentives to help 
potential buyers.*

Open daily 10am–5pm. Open until 7pm on Thursdays.

12 Gillyflower Lane, Waterbeach CB25 9QN

T:	 01223 901907 
E:	 waterbeach@stonebondltd.com

Cala
Cala has a collection of 1 & 2 bedroom apartments 
and 4-bedroom houses at Waterbeach. These are 
available with 5% deposit contribution or 5% Stamp 
Duty contribution*. Cala also has a range of other 
schemes to support home buyers including Part 
Exchange, Assisted Move and Ready For You.

Open Thursday to Monday from 10.30am-5pm.

1 Kendale Road, Waterbeach CB25 9QS

T:	 01223 080687

*On selected plots. Terms and conditions apply.

To find out more about the wide range of 
homes and ways to live at Waterbeach,  
visit www.waterbeachwb.co.uk/homes-at-
waterbeach/

Or register for updates on the development:  
www.waterbeachwb.co.uk

 New homes

Shared Ownership
Amplius is working with Stonebond and Cala to  
offer affordable homes in the new Waterbeach 
development. These properties can be purchased 
on a Shared Ownership basis, with shares ranging 
from 25% to 75%. The scheme is aimed primarily  
at first-time buyers, but others can be considered  
if they meet certain eligibility criteria.

Find out more at: 
www.amplius.uk/waterbeach-homes 

CGI of Build to Rent homes

Build to Rent
90 two and three-bedroom ‘Build to Rent’ homes — 
including 27 affordable and six M4(2) compliant 
units for people with reduced mobility — will be 
delivered in response to the growing demand for 
rental properties in the area.

Work is due to start on these Build to Rent homes  
in early 2026, with the first properties available to 
rent in late 2026. 

More information on how to rent a home at 
Waterbeach will be available on the website and in 
future editions of this newsletter.

Next new homes
Plans continue to progress for the next new homes coming forward  
alongside a local centre in the first phase of the development.

Durkan Homes
Plans have been approved for 198 new homes —  
103 one and two-bedroom apartments and 95 two, 
three and four-bedroom houses — a local store  
and a children’s play area. Of the new homes, 25 will 
be affordable rent, 13 will be part of the discount 
market sale scheme, and 25 will be available for 
shared ownership.

Work is due to start in 2026. Register an interest at 
www.durkan.co.uk 

Stonebond
Stonebond is developing plans for a second site at 
Waterbeach, which will deliver 176 homes including 
31.5% designated as affordable housing, and a 
community centre with space for the first health 
provision on site.

A planning application has been submitted and, 
subject to planning consent, work could start on 
site in summer/autumn 2026.

Urban&Civic will be delivering the internal fit out of 
health and community facilities, working with 
partners and community groups.

Cala

Durkan

Build to Rent

Stonebond

Stonebond

Plan showing development delivery in Phase 1 of Waterbeach

■■■■■	 Homes being built
■■■■■	 In planning
          ●	 Location of local centre
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 Connections

Making Journeys Count

Waterbeach has been designed with an extensive 
network of footpaths and cycleways throughout the 
development and connecting into the wider area.  
To encourage active travel to get out and about, 
residents can access a range of incentives and 
initiatives, including bike hire, 1-2-1 cycle training, 
learn to ride sessions, bike servicing and bike 
maintenance training. 

App Bikes are available at the Sustainable Travel 
Hub, at the gateway to the development, by the 
Studio outside the squash courts and at a newly 
launched station in the village (Greenside).  
Further locations and bikes will be added as the 
development rolls out.

The bikes are available for anyone over-18 to use; 
you just need to download the free App, register 
(with proof of age and address*) and ride away. 
Don’t forget to take a bike helmet with you and ride 
responsibly. 

Urban&Civic is funding the first 30 minutes of each 
hire, after which it costs £1.50 for every 30 minutes.

App Bike hire at Waterbeach rentals exceeded 1,000 
trips in the past six months! 

*Please note it can take up to 48 hours for your 
account to be verified, so make sure you download 
and sign up to the App before your first ride.

To support residents and visitors to get about 
sustainably, the Number 100 bus has been 
introduced to provide regular, reliable services 
between the new homes, the city centre and main 
employment centres and services.

The bus service runs from the development’s 
Sustainable Travel Hub and connects the new 
homes at Waterbeach with the Cambridge Research 
Park, Waterbeach village and rail station, serving 
Horningsea and Fen Ditton on its way to Cambridge 
city centre.

The Number 100 bus provides half-hourly peak  
and hourly off-peak journeys on weekdays and 
Saturdays, and hourly on Sundays. The route and 
timetable have been planned to coincide with 
connecting trains at Waterbeach Rail Station,  
where possible. 

Fares from Waterbeach to Cambridge start from 
£2.50 (capped fare until December 2025) with daily, 
weekly and monthly tickets available. Under-19 fares 
start at £2 while children under 5 travel free.

Up to date information on the route and fares can 
be found at www.central-connect.co.uk/east-of-
england-all-aboard-the-hundred 

Real bus time tracking can be  
found on the myTrip App.

Lift sharing is a great way to save money, reduce 
CO₂ emissions and reduce stress — as a driver, 
passenger or both. The ‘Mobilityways’ App helps 
residents find potential lift-sharing matches and 
tracks personal financial and carbon savings.

If you haven’t already joined, simply follow the  
steps below:

1	 Download the Mobilityways App

 
 
 
 
2	 Open the App and ‘Search for a community to join’

3	� Search for ‘Urban&Civic’ and click to join 
‘Waterbeach Liftshare’

4	� Join with your email or sign in with Apple or 
Facebook

5	� Add in your details, i.e. your journey, if you are  
a driver or passenger (or both)

6	� Let the App do the rest and find potential 
matches!

Waterbeach has been designed to encourage a healthy, sustainable lifestyle with the 
right infrastructure and services being put in place for people to lead active and low 
carbon lives as the development rolls out.

The Urban&Civic team is working with smart journeys, the Sustainable Travel Planning 
Team hosted by Cambridgeshire County Council, to help deliver a place that puts active 
and sustainable travel first and encourages people to leave their car at home.

Residents' exclusive: LocalGO
Residents at the new town can join LocalGO to 
access discounts to help them get about more 
sustainably. This includes:

●	� Cycle Solutions discount 
LocalGO members can access 8% off gift 
vouchers at Cycle Solutions

●	� E-bike savings 
Save £5 on monthly subscription costs with 
Hurrecane eBikes

●	� Halford discount 
Enjoy 7% members discount in store and online

●	� Railcards 
Save on selected Railcards and get up to  
1/3 off fares

●	� Rent-a-car discount 
Save up to 10% on car and van hire.

For more information about travel and  
transport at Waterbeach, please visit:  
www.waterbeachwb.co.uk/connections

TapRide Share
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 Make your Mark
Inspiring female students  
at Waterbeach

Over 70 girls from Cottenham Village College took 
part in an event at Waterbeach designed to inspire 
more young women to consider careers in 
construction, design and placemaking. The day 
provided hands-on experience as well as valuable 
insights into the many roles that are needed to 
shape thriving new communities. This was 
especially meaningful as many of the pupils live in 
Waterbeach Village and have a personal connection 
to the future of the new town.

The Make Your Mark event was organised and 
hosted by master developer Urban& Civic — and 
supported by landscape and ecology experts 
Bradley Murphy Design, masterplanning architects 
JTP, engineering consultants Brookbanks, Greater 
Cambridge Shared Planning, South Cambridgeshire 
District Council and St John’s Church — to showcase 
some of the roles and disciplines needed to create 
sustainable new communities like Waterbeach.

As well as presentations from women in senior 
positions within the industry, the Year 9 students 
were encouraged to explore their creative design 
skills during two workshop sessions. The 
Waterbeach team is in the process of designing  
two amazing new parks for the development and 
asked attendees to develop designs for their own 
park: letting their imaginations run wild, whilst 
considering practicalities such as planting, play 
equipment, surface material, accessibility and 
climate change.

The second workshop focussed on sustainable 
transport and asked the students to reimagine  
a bus shelter and design a safe and comfortable 
waiting space. This included thinking about 
information and support that would help encourage 
more people to use the bus and other forms of 
public transport.

A guided tour of the development and an opportunity 
to explore the Wild Woods play area helped bring 
these challenges to life and show how design ideas 
evolve into real places that people can enjoy.

In the afternoon, Urban&Civic’s jobs and skills 
partner, Constructed Pathways ran a bricklaying 
session at its Waterbeach facility to give some of 
the pupils an opportunity to try their hand at a 
practical construction skill. 

Caroline Ward, Community Development Lead for 
Waterbeach, said: “The Make Your Mark event was  
a fantastic example of collaboration, insights and 
inspiration to encourage the next generation of 
women to consider the many career opportunities 
available to make their mark on the built 
environment.

“The pupils were enthusiastic and fully engaged 
throughout the day, and it was brilliant to see so 
much creativity, curiosity and talent in the room. It 
was also really rewarding to watch that spark of 
inspiration as they discovered the many exciting 
opportunities within development and construction, 
and how they are being used to create this 
incredible new town. It was also lovely to hear  
how positive they were about the many career 
opportunities the Waterbeach development could 
bring for them and their community.”

Paddy Winter, Assistant Principal at Cottenham 
Village College: “The Urban&Civic day focusing on 
women in industry was absolutely brilliant. Pupils 
explored the design process behind large-scale 
developments and saw how creative thinking and 
technical expertise come together to shape 
communities. 

“Being out on site made it all real. They weren’t just 
hearing about careers; they were experiencing 
them. The bricklaying activity was a highlight, giving 
students a hands-on sense of pride and 
achievement. Most importantly, the day helped 
break down misconceptions that careers in this field 
are limited to architects or bricklayers. Pupils walked 
away with a real insight into how people-focused 
and diverse the industry truly is.” 

This event is one of a number of initiatives to open 
up opportunities for local people within the built 
environment sector including working with 
Constructed Pathways and the CITB under the 
National Skills Academy for Construction Framework.
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Summer at the Beach
Waterbeach’s favourite free art festival was back at 
The Terraces over three weekends in late August/
early September.

Run by a collaborative group of local artists living 
and working around Waterbeach, this year’s art 
exhibition included ceramicists, milliners, textile 
artists, painters, printmakers, photographers, 
filmmakers and sculptors, as well as sound 
installation artists, musicians and performers.

Alongside the exhibition, Summer at the Beach 
staged a range of free creative drop-in events and 
workshops including graffiti, drawing, printmaking, 
pottery and creature creations as well as poetry, 
percussion, singing, dancing and bellringing. 

With an under-the-sea theme this year, the artists 
painted a giant seahorse on the ground between 
the terrace units and invited visitors to paint on their 
own baby seahorses and other sea creatures.

The Repair Café’s session was also fully booked with 
a team of talented fixers giving a new lease of life to 
a range of household appliances and gadgets, while 
refreshments and a range of delicious, homemade 
cakes and bakes were available from the famous 
Pop-up Café each weekend, whilst perusing the 
Great Nepal Book Swap.

The community also enjoyed an Italian disco on the 
first weekend and a French disco on the last 
weekend.

Gideon Pain, one of the local artists and organisers, 
said: “We had another fantastic Summer at the 
Beach with our most eclectic creative mix yet. From 
multi-media art to interactive sound installations, 
music and entertainment. Being an artist can be 
quite a lonely existence, and the event always 
provides a great opportunity to collaborate with 
like-minded creators.”

www.summeratthebeach.art 

I’d like to thank everyone who 
came along to this year’s Summer 
at the Beach, especially everyone 
who got involved by participating 
in the events and workshops. 
Hopefully we’ll be back again  
next year, with more of the same 
and exciting new exhibitions and 
workshops.

Gideon Pain Artist/Organiser

Indian community events
Each year, the Indian Community at Waterbeach 
(ICW) brings the festivals of Navratri and Diwali to 
the people of Waterbeach and the surrounding 
areas, with a celebration of traditional music, dance, 
activities and food.

The Navratri festivities (27 September) included a 
live DJ, performance and a dance workshop to learn 
and enjoy traditional Garba and Dandiya, with a fun 
Bollywood twist. There were also Henna tattoos, 
Indian street food from Urban Chai and ice cream 
courtesy of Brew by the Lake. 

Diwali celebrations (26 October) brought a 
spectacular line-up of cultural performances,  
with adults and children showcasing their talent.  
In addition to colourful dance and music 
performances were food stalls with festive treats,  
a live DJ and silent fireworks like sparklers. 

Wellness walks
Each month Caroline, Community Development Lead 
for Waterbeach, hosts a guided wellness walk 
around Waterbeach. The routes vary and sometimes 
feature a guest speaker. In 2025, a local 
ornithologist joined one of the walks to point out 
some of the birds living at the lake and in the 
woodlands, and members of the project team have 
come along to share the latest news about the 
development and surrounding infrastructure 
including the recently installed bridge over the A10. 

 The walks usually take place on the first Tuesday  
of the month, meeting at the Community Room at 
1pm and all are welcome. It’s a great way to find out 
more about the development and ecological 
enhancements whilst seeing what wildlife you  
can spot.

 If you’d like to find out more or check the date  
of the next wellness walk, please email  
hello@waterbeachwb.co.uk

Community festivities
As well as regular sports, clubs and activities, Waterbeach’s thriving  
community enjoys a range of events and activities throughout the year.

Christmas
Winter is a great time to wrap up warm and enjoy frosty 
family walks around the lake and woodlands at Waterbeach 
before returning to the comfort of home. 

For some of our residents, this will be their first Christmas 
in their new home, bringing with it the joy of continuing 
treasured traditions and creating new ones with friends 
and neighbours. 

It’s a wonderful time to celebrate, share and make lasting 
memories together and the Communities Team will be 
hosting a Christmas Meet Your Neighbour event in the 
community space at the new shop with mulled wine, 
children’s activities and music to kick start the festive 
holiday.

Residents and the wider community can also explore 
December’s Community Market to stock up on food,  
drink, gifts and other festive goodies (see next page).

 Community
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Waterbeach Community Market
Waterbeach has a vibrant community market that 
brings together residents, the local community and 
visitors each month to support an eclectic mix of 
local traders.

Held from 10am–3pm on the third Sunday of each 
month at The Terraces, this bustling undercover 
marketplace offers a unique mix of over 50 stalls 
featuring everything from fresh fruit and veg, meat, 
fish, eggs and cheese to jams and preserves, 
flowers and plants, pet supplies, handmade crafts, 
gifts and jewellery. 

As well as exploring the diverse range of goods  
on offer, visitors can also have their hair cut 
(Waterbeach Barbers), bike repaired (Cambridge 
Cycle Surgery), book a holiday (Enchanted Escapes) 
or get financial advice (M&G Wealth Advice), making 
Waterbeach Community Market a one-stop 
destination for both shopping and practical needs.

The lively atmosphere is further enriched by food 
trucks and music from resident DJ Jamie from GoGo 
Discos, creating a regular community gathering that 
brings people together to support local businesses.

Waterbeach Community Market also prides itself  
on being paw friendly and recently installed a new 
doggie water barrel to provide refreshment for its 
four-legged visitors.

Blue Smile: Children’s  
Mental Health Charity
Waterbeach Community Market’s chosen charity  
for 2025, Blue Smile, provides specialist, arts-based 
mental health support to children aged 3-13 in 
Cambridgeshire schools. As a charity, they help 
children struggling with anxiety, grief, anger and 
other emotional problems so they can enjoy happier 
childhoods and build brighter futures. Friends of 
Blue Smile will be at the Market raising funds with 
their beautiful packs of greetings and Christmas 
cards.

100% Free shopping prize
Each month in the run-up to Christmas, one lucky 
customer will receive their shopping free from a 
different stallholder. September’s partnership was 
with resident butcher, Bramblebee Farms. October's 
was with Chapel Cottage Plants Outlet and 
November's was with Unique Peter Masterpieces.

The Fresh Fruit Market will be giving away the 100% 
free shopping prize at December's Christmas 
market. Head over to Waterbeach Community 
Market to see if you are the next lucky customer!

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas
Local producers will have a wide range of festive 
gifts and goodies available in the run-up to 
Christmas, with Waterbeach Brass Band playing 
traditional tunes during the December Market. 
There will also be mulled wine, minced pies and 
other seasonal treats to put Market-goers in a 
festive mood.

Adam Stevens, who took over the operation of 
Waterbeach Community Market in September, said: 

“The Market has had a fantastic year, and I’d like to 
thank all our stallholders as well as all the residents 
and visitors who come along to support us each 
month. 

“Gaynor and Wayne did an amazing job setting up 
and growing the Market and I’m looking forward to 
taking it from strength to strength, with new 
stallholders and new opportunities and incentives 
like the new 100% free shopping prize.”

The next markets will be on Sunday 21 December,  
18 January and 15 February.

If you have any queries or are interested in having a 
stall at Waterbeach Community Market, email Adam 
at waterbeachcm@yahoo.com 

For more information, follow ‘Waterbeach 
Community Market’ on Facebook and TikTok.

Waterbeach Military Heritage Museum will also 
be open at the same time as Waterbeach 
Community Market, so head over to explore the 
latest exhibits and find out more about the 
development’s military past.

Find out more at  
www.waterbeachmilitarymuseum.org.uk

Community
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Health and Wellbeing Fair
10am–2pm Sunday 18 January in  
The Studio and Sports Hall
The start of the New Year is a great time to reflect 
and set goals for the year ahead, which often focus 
on health, fitness and wellbeing. 

To support these New Year’s resolutions, 
Waterbeach is hosting a Health and Wellbeing Fair 
to give residents and those living in the area an 
opportunity to find out about some of the sports 
and fitness classes taking place at the development 
and locally. There will also be free demonstrations 
and taster sessions throughout the day.

More details will be posted on WaterbeachWB social 
media channels as information becomes available.

Come along and join in!

Community

All photos are from last year’s event.  
Activities may vary at the Health and  
Wellbeing Fair in January 2026

The Health and Wellbeing Fair is  
a great way to find out more about 
the amazing range of sports and 
activities available locally to support 
your physical and mental health.  
It’s also a great way to find out more 
and try something new to find the 
right fit before signing up for regular 
sessions.
Caroline Ward Urban&Civic

Get involved
If you would like to showcase a local sports club or 
health and fitness classes/activities and would like 
to have a stall or host a demonstration/run a free 
session, please get in touch by calling 01223 622533 
or emailing hello@waterbeachwb.co.uk
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Urban&Civic is the Master Developer for the 
Waterbeach Barracks and Airfield site; one of the 
largest brownfield sites in the country.

If you would like to meet the team, discuss 
any ideas or issues about the development, 
have a tour of the site or look at the community 
facilities, then please get in touch:

T	 01223 622533 
E	 hello@waterbeachwb.co.uk 
W	 waterbeachwb.co.uk


