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C
om

m
unity

W
elcom

e to the S
um

m
er edition of the 

W
aterbeach B

arracks new
sle!

er.

It's been a busy S
um

m
er as w

e m
ove from

 
planning into early delivery on site, w

ith lots of 
consultation too about the first o!-site 
connections com

ing forw
ard – like the M

ere W
ay 

and A
10

 cycle connections. This edition 
provides a com

prehensive planning update on all 
the applications w

e have been progressing, 
consulting on and delivering, as w

ell as our 
progress to discharge the conditions w

e need to 
w

ork through before first residents can m
ove in.

The team
 has been w

orking on im
portant active 

travel connections – for cycling, w
alking and 

equestrians - including the new
 features and 

enhancem
ents of the M

ere W
ay Route, w

hich w
ill 

connect W
aterbeach to Landbeach, follow

ing the 
historic A

kem
an S

treet and M
ere W

ay to connect 
to the Science Park, Regional C

ollege and 
onw

ard cycle connections. This w
ill also see a 

new
 bridge over the A

10
, and connections to 

both a new
 A

10
 cycle route and a S

ustainable 
Travel H

ub w
ithin the new

 developm
ent.

W
ith earthw

orks now
 underw

ay across the area 
to the north of the lake, w

e are also now
 able to 

share the findings from
 the first archaeological 

excavations on site – w
hich happened at the 

height of C
ovid lockdow

n last year. W
e provide a 

sneak preview
 in this edition, but w

e have also 
team

ed up w
ith O

xford A
rchaeology East to 

share the highlights at an exhibition in the S
tone 

B
arn at the Farm

land M
useum

. The exhibition w
ill 

be up until the end of O
ctober and provides an 

opportunity to get involved in the next round of 
archaeology, w

hich is starting on site from
 later 

this S
um

m
er until the end of the year.  

A
longside the next stages of archaeology, our 

w
ork w

ill start later this m
onth to transform

 the 
area of the form

er B
arracks, w

ith a program
m

e of 
dem

olition to rem
ove a w

ide range of form
er 

m
ilitary buildings that are in a state of disrepair. 

The buildings have been painstakingly review
ed 

and catalogued as part of a historic record of the 
developm

ent that w
ill be kept for the archives. 

W
e have outlined our approach to ensure w

e 

m
inim

ise the noise and im
pact on our 

neighbours, and also safely preserve the 
buildings that w

ill continue to be a part of the 
future developm

ent.

Follow
ing a 12-w

eek consultation, w
ebinars, 

w
orkshops and hours of analysis, the nam

e of 
the new

 tow
n has been decided and w

ill go 
forw

ards as W
aterbeach – sharing the nam

e w
ith 

the existing village, but also dem
arking the 

historic W
aterbeach Village footprint through 

careful signage and design, w
hich w

ill com
e 

forw
ard alongside the tra%

c calm
ing and public 

realm
 enhancem

ents being funded by the 
developm

ent.  W
e’d like to thank everyone w

ho 
took the tim

e to share their view
s during the 

consultation – m
ore details of w

hich are set out 
on p16.

W
e hope you find this edition of the new

sle'er 
interesting and inform

ative. If you have any 
queries, please get in touch. You can also 
register for updates via our e-new

sle'er on our 
w

ebsite – w
w

w
.w

aterbeachbarracks.co.uk.  

W
ith very best w

ishes 

Rebecca 

R
ebecca B

ri!
on
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The planning process is a long and com
plicated 

one for strategic developm
ents such as the 

form
er B

arracks and A
irfield, and w

e thought it 
w

ould be useful to provide an update on the w
ay 

the detailed planning applications and planning 
conditions are m

oving forw
ard. W

e have passed 
from

 planning into early delivery and are now
 

m
oving on to im

plem
enting som

e of the key 
landscaping and transport connections over  
the next few

 m
onths alongside new

 hom
es, the 

first prim
ary school and com

m
unity facilities.

O
ver the next few

 pages w
e w

ill highlight som
e 

of the current planning applications w
e have 

subm
i'ed or are planning to take forw

ard in the 
next few

 m
onths.

C
aroline Foster from

 U
rban&

C
ivic, said: “W

e live 
and breathe planning and project m

anagem
ent 

on schem
es like this, but w

e know
 it is a 

com
plicated and m

ulti-layered process. W
here 

w
e have not been able to m

eet at C
om

m
unity 

Forum
s and other events, w

e thought it w
as 

useful to unpack a few
 aspects of the planning 

process. 

 “W
e m

eet regularly w
ith the Parish C

ouncil and 
other key parties, including the new

ly established 
W

aterbeach H
eritage G

roup, to discuss these 
applications in detail. W

e also provide funding 
support for a Planning C

onsultant to w
ork w

ith 
the Parish C

ouncil to help ensure all the technical 
details can be w

orked through e!ectively. W
e  

w
ill be extending our regular briefings out to 

Landbeach and H
orningsea as w

e m
ove forw

ard 
to ensure that w

e rem
ain close to resident 

feedback on the applications. This helps ensure 
good dialogue on the issues of m

ost concern to 
people, so w

e can help to address them
 as w

ell 
as bring additional benefits to support local 
priorities.” 

Recently consented applications include: 

- 
A

dditional inform
ation supplied for 

 
 archaeology and dem

olition, in advance of the 
w

orks going forw
ard.

 Planning update

Key current applications include: 

- 
Plans to put a bespoke construction access 

 
 on the A

10
 just north of the existing new

 
access. This w

ill enable full separation of 
construction tra%

c from
 new

 residents and 
ensure the construction access can be used 
for developm

ent to the east of the B
arracks. 

Plans are being considered and safety audits 
on all options are underw

ay, w
ith the 

approach being finalised in the next few
 

w
eeks. 

- 
Electrical substation to support the energy 

 
 infrastructure going into the first phase.

- 
Lake Spur Reserved M

a'ers A
pplication 

 
 – detailed landscape and ecological w

ork to 
enhance a spur to the north of the lake.

Future applications include: 

- 
M

ere W
ay cycle connection – follow

ing the 
 

 consultation, the final application is being 
pulled together for subm

ission by the end  
of A

ugust.

- 
B

ridge over the A
10

 for cycles, pedestrians 
 

 and equestrian use – to connect the new
 

developm
ent and existing villages to M

ere 
W

ay route.

- 
C

A
LA

 H
om

es – the next hom
es com

ing 
 

 forw
ard.

- 
First Prim

ary School – w
e hope to share plans 

 
later in the year. 

- 
A

longside the Prim
ary School application, 

 
 our design w

ork w
ill be developed on the 

plaza and connections around the school as 
w

ell as the first local square w
ith shops and 

am
enities that sit close by.

- 
M

em
orial G

arden and M
em

orial Park:  
 

 
follow

ing w
orkshops w

ith the H
eritage G

roup  
 

and Parish C
ouncil, designs w

ill be refined   
 

w
ith veterans groups before subm

i'
ing  

 
 

planning in the A
utum

n. The w
ider park  

 
 

around the M
em

orial G
arden w

ill be hom
e to  

 
our first play spaces and w

e are looking  
 

 
forw

ard to sharing designs in our next update.
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y C
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M
ere W

ay

A
10

 B
ridge

C
A

LA
 H

om
es

First Prim
ary School (w

e hope 
to share plans later in the year)
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A
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R
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applications include:
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include:

Future applications include:
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C
ondition 

S
um

m
ary of condition requirem

ent 
S

tatus
num

ber

 
 

P
re-com

m
encem

ent of developm
ent and any enabling w

orks

8 
 

S
ite-w

ide C
onstruction Environm

ental M
anagem

ent S
trategy 

●
9 

 
U

nexploded O
rdnance – site-w

ide m
itigation schem

e 
●

10
h 

A
rchaeological W

ri'en Schem
e of Investigation (for Key Phase 1) 

●
10

i  
Land Investigation and Rem

ediation Schem
e (for Key Phase 1) 

●

 
 

P
re-com

m
encem

ent of developm
ent

23  
 N

orthern park planting – structural planting schem
e to filter view

s betw
een 

 
 

the proposed developm
ent and D

enny A
bbey 

●

 
 

P
re-com

m
encem

ent of developm
ent w

ithin a R
eserved M

a!
ers A

rea

6 
 

N
o developm

ent on any individual Reserved M
a'ers A

rea shall com
m

ence, apart 
 

 
from

 enabling w
orks, until approval of the details of the appearance, landscape, 

 
 

layout and scale w
ithin that Reserved M

a'ers A
rea (Key Phase 1 north w

orks) 
●

21  
Prior to any habitable building being brought into use w

ithin a Reserved M
a'ers A

rea 
 

 
requiring rem

ediation, such rem
ediation is to be com

pleted as specified in the Land 
 

 
Investigation and Rem

ediation Schem
e (Key Phase 1 north w

orks) 
●

 
 

P
rior to or concurrent w

ith approval of Key P
hase 1 fram

ew
ork

13  
H

eritage strategy 
●

 
 

P
rior to approval of R

eserved M
a!

ers applications w
ithin Key P

hase 1

10
  

Key Phase 1 – Fram
ew

ork subm
ission. Prior to the approval of any Reserved M

a'ers 
 

 
applications w

ithin the Key Phase 
●

 
 

P
rior to dem

olition of existing buildings w
ith re-use potential

19  
N

o dem
olition of the existing buildings w

ith potential for re-use w
ill be undertaken 

 
 

until a program
m

e of historic building recording has been undertaken 
●

 
 

P
re-occupation

20
  

H
ighw

ay adoption 
●

26  
Refurbishm

ent of the W
aterbeach B

arracks Sports H
all 

●
27  

S
ite access from

 the A
10

 C
am

bridge Research Park roundabout  
●

28  
Early phase on-site pedestrian/cycle routes: 

 
 

(i) a safe and lit pedestrian and cycling connection betw
een the defined Key Phase 1 

 
 

area and D
enny End Road, via the form

ers B
arracks area 

●
 

 
(ii) a safe and lit pedestrian and cycling connection betw

een the defined Key Phase 1 
 

 
area and the A

10
 in an area north of D

enny End Road 
●

29  
A

10
 pedestrian and cycle route:

 
 

(a) im
prove and w

iden the existing shared pedestrian and cycle path betw
een the 

 
 

A
10

 junctions w
ith D

enny End Road and Ely Road, M
ilton; and 

●
 

 
(b) a shared pedestrian and cycle path im

m
ediately north of D

enny End Road w
ith 

 
 

access to the developm
ent site 

●
30

  
W

aterbeach bus stop 
●

31  
Public transport interchange 

●

P
lanning conditions

W
e continue to w

ork through the C
onditions 

that count us dow
n to the first residents m

oving 
in. 

B
elow

 is a list of the m
ain conditions that w

e have 
to satisfy, and the tim

eline w
e have to m

eet. The 
red, am

ber and green relates to the status of the 
condition.

N
ot yet discharged

S
ubm

i'ed to LPA
 and 

not determ
ined

D
ischarged / in 

com
pliance w

ith

77
6



 Transport update

There has been a lot of engagem
ent over the  

last few
 w

eeks w
ith a range of local partners  

and com
m

unities as the team
 has been finalising 

plans for som
e of the key planning applications 

and to discharge the conditions prior to residents 
m

oving in. W
e w

ould like to thank everyone w
ho 

has taken the tim
e to share their ideas and 

insights on these im
portant transport links. 

Feedback received is helping ensure the best 
possible solutions com

e forw
ard for existing and 

future residents. W
ith all these view

s fed in to the 
plans before they are subm

i'ed, it should enable 
the form

al consultation - w
hich happens a.

er 
subm

ission - to check and finalise the approach.

The key transport focus for these, as set out on 
the m

ap opposite, are:

M
ere W

ay: connecting the new
 developm

ent 
through Landbeach and using the historic A

kem
an 

S
treet and M

ere W
ay to connect to the Science 

Park, Regional C
ollege and onw

ard cycle 
connections along the G

uided B
usw

ay and 
W

estern O
rbital Route.

Feedback is being w
orked through to look at the 

opportunity to ensure this route – a key cycle 
route that also supports pedestrians and 
equestrians for leisure use – is a fully functioning 
 ‘Active Travel Route’. 

A
s this route includes both w

orks to existing 
Rights of W

ay and new
 stretches of infrastructure, 

it w
ill be progressed through section 278 

agreem
ents* and a full planning application.

A
10

 bridge: com
ing forw

ard under a separate 
application due to the technical nature of the 
structure, a design is nearing finalisation that w

ill 
connect the new

 footpaths and cyclew
ays inside 

the developm
ent w

ith M
ere W

ay on the other 
side of the A

10
. 

This has been designed to cover both the existing 
span of the A

10
 and a dualled A

10
 if this w

as to 
com

e forw
ard on the existing route in the future.

Feedback from
 the consultation has also ensured 

w
e can enable equestrians to use this bridge to 

connect to the w
ider new

 and existing Rights of 
W

ay. The design aim
s to ensure the bridge 

provides a positive landm
ark w

ithin the w
ider 

landscape.

A
10

 C
ycle R

oute: w
hile M

ere W
ay and the 

W
aterbeach G

reenw
ay are new

 A
ctive Travel 

Routes running o! road and connecting directly 
to key em

ploym
ent centres and facilities, it has 

been clear that the current path requires 
significant im

provem
ent to be a safe and useable 

route for w
alking and cycling. Therefore, plans 

w
ere set out in the original O

utline A
pplication 

and S
10

6 agreem
ent to upgrade this into a 

shared cycle and pedestrian path, extended to 
3m

 w
ide w

here possible w
ithin the existing 

constraints of the highw
ay boundary. 

The team
 held a num

ber of discussions w
ith 

local parties to refine the plans and consider 
further im

provem
ents enabled by the recent 

speed reduction along this stretch of road.

U
pdated plans w

ill be shared w
ith Parish 

C
ouncils and other stakeholders and subm

i'ed 
to the C

ounty C
ouncil and D

istrict C
ouncil in 

Septem
ber for sign o! before being 

im
plem

ented over the next few
 m

onths.

A
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R
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R
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K
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C
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R
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C
o
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C
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S
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C
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R
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M
ilto

n 
Park&

R
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A
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R
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G
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M
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A
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M
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O
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A
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A
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A
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B
u"

 Lane

Landbeach R
oad

C
o"

enham
 R

oad

C
am

bridge     R
oad

E
ly R

oad W
aterbeach R

oad

H
igh S

treet

G
reen E

nd

A
kem

an
S

treet

M
ere W

ay

C
ockfen

Lane

S
paldings 

Lane

M
ilton R

oad

C
ar D

yke R
oad

R
iver C

am

D
enny E

nd R
oad

                                    B
U

S
W

A
Y

T H E  F E N  L I N E

*A
 section 278 agreem

ent is a section of the H
ighw

ays A
ct 

1980
 that allow

s developers to enter into a legal agreem
ent 

w
ith the C

ouncil (in its capacity as the H
ighw

ay A
uthority) 

to m
ake perm

anent alterations or im
provem

ents to a public 
highw

ay, as part of a planning approval.

9
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C
onnecting the tw

o 
W

ithin the developm
ent, and to ensure connection 

betw
een the village, the new

 A
10

 bridge and 
M

ere W
ay, and to the first hom

es, the first section 
of the A

ctive Travel Routes w
ithin the developm

ent 
are also com

ing forw
ard. This w

ill open up the 
first section of the perim

eter route along the A
10

 
corridor to the w

est of the developm
ent. 

It has been carefully designed to set the tone for 
high quality cycle and pedestrian routes w

ithin 
the developm

ent and, alongside the connections, 
w

ill bring extensive landscaping and new
 planting 

to create an a'
ractive se'

ing for users. 
Landscaping w

ill help create the ecology corridor 
that w

ill be a key part of the w
estern perim

eter 
of the developm

ent – one of the key habitat 
areas being developed w

ithin the w
ider 

developm
ent.

S
ustainable Travel H

ub
A

s part of progressing sustainable travel options 
for the first residents m

oving in, planning has 
been secured for the developm

ent’s Travel H
ub, 

w
hich w

ill provide support for cycling and e-bike 
hire, car share and pool car hiring as w

ell as bus 
connections to link to the Park&

Ride, the railw
ay 

station and other local facilities.

The H
ub w

ill also provide a shelter w
ith co!ee 

kiosk, w
hich w

ill be part of travel planning 
support for new

 residents encouraged to leave 
their cars at hom

e and use sustainable m
eans to 

get to their destination.

S
om

e core principles
W

ithin all of the new
 routes com

ing forw
ard,  

the design team
 is looking to deliver exem

plar 
approaches and has been w

orking w
ith local 

groups to establish core principles that m
eet  

and exceed the latest guidance for A
ctive Travel 

Routes. This is a core part of the vision on site, 
w

here w
e can design in o!-road cycle routes and 

leisure trails. B
ut it is m

ore challenging o!-site, 
w

hen constrained by historic highw
ays 

boundaries, landow
nership and other 

constraints.

In these o!site im
provem

ents w
e have continued 

to be guided by com
m

itm
ents to providing a 3m

 
shared surface for pedestrians and cyclists, 
o!set from

 the road; and w
here possible to 

provide priorities for cyclists and pedestrians at 
junctions.

C
aroline Foster from

 U
rban&

C
ivic, said: “W

e know
 

that there has been quite a flurry of plans and 
discussions w

ith a range of partners over recent 
m

onths. W
e are really grateful for the tim

e and 
expertise shared to date. 

 “O
ur biggest challenge now

 is pulling together 
the requirem

ents and aspirations across di!erent 
user groups and m

aking sure w
e get the right 

designs, connections, delivery and m
aintenance 

for bikes, w
alkers, horse riders, leisure-users and 

com
m

uters. A
nd m

ake sure – crucially – that it is 
safe and sustainable infrastructure that can be 
m

aintained in the short, m
edium

 and long term
 

so people can continue to enjoy and use these 
new

 routes for decades to com
e.”

 Transport update
S

tarting transform
ation 

of the B
arracks

A
s part of the transform

ation of the form
er 

B
arracks, a program

m
e of dem

olition w
ill start in 

the next few
 w

eeks to rem
ove unsafe buildings, 

and those that w
ill not be retained as part of 

future plans. 

The m
aterials from

 the dem
olition w

ork w
ill be 

carefully graded, cleaned and recycled for use on 
site as part of future aggregate for roads, 
drainage system

s and other infrastructure, w
ith 

only asbestos and specialist m
aterials being 

rem
oved from

 the site for disposal.

There are a w
ide range of form

er m
ilitary buildings 

in various states of disrepair that need to be 
rem

oved. The buildings have been painstakingly 
review

ed and catalogued as part of a historic 
record of the developm

ent w
hich w

ill be kept for 
the archives. B

uildings range from
 garages for 

m
ilitary vehicles, am

m
unition bunkers, store 

room
s, o%

ces and hangars. 

A
m

ong the buildings being retained are the 
A

ccom
odation blocks, refurbished for Papw

orth 
H

ospital; the C
ontrol Tow

er refurbished as 
U

rban&
C

ivic’s o%
ces; the Sports H

all, w
hich w

ill 
be undergoing a refurbishm

ent to provide 
facilities throughout the first phase, until a new

 
Sports C

entre com
es forw

ard; squash courts and 
the M

ain H
Q

 building, as w
ell as various 

buildings, w
hich w

ill be retained in the short 
term

 w
hile additional w

ork is done to explore 
sustainable uses for them

 w
ithin the future plans.

U
rban&

C
ivic has appointed D

S
M

 to carry out the 
dem

olition w
ork. W

e are w
orking closely w

ith 
them

 to ensure an approach and program
m

e that 
m

inim
ises im

pacts on local neighbours, and 
further inform

ation w
ill be provided to those 

closest to the buildings a!ected to ensure 
people know

 the key tim
es of im

pac/ul w
orks 

and have the inform
ation they need.

11



Indicative program
m

e
The dem

olition w
orks are due to start in late 

A
ugust/early Septem

ber and w
ill take place as 

part of a rolling program
m

e that is due to be 
com

pleted by the end of 20
22.

- 
S

tage 1: A
sbestos rem

oval from
 buildings as 

 
appropriate (c. 7 w

eeks)

- 
S

tage 2: Rem
oval of all non-structural 

 
 elem

ents inside and outside the building, 
including internal w

alls and ceilings, fixtures 
and fi'

ings

- 
S

tage 3: dem
olition of building structures 

 
(c. 50

 w
eeks)

- 
S

tage 4: breaking up concrete slabs and 
 

foundations (c. 32 w
eeks)

- 
S

tage 5: crushing concrete, w
hich can

 
 then be reused in the new

 developm
ent  

(c. 17 w
eeks)

- 
S

tage 6: site clearance (c. 6 w
eeks)

W
hat is involved?

S
tage 1: qualified contractors w

ill rem
ove 

asbestos from
 any buildings scheduled for 

rem
oval. This w

ill be done using appropriate 
tools and m

ethods to ensure the asbestos is 
safely rem

oved and disposed. 

S
tage 2: so.

 strip w
ill largely take place inside 

buildings and w
ill be done w

ith hand tools and 
sm

all m
achinery. This should not have any noise 

im
pact on the local area.

S
tage 3: The buildings w

ill be carefully taken 
dow

n using specialist m
achinery, enabling bricks 

and other m
aterials to be re-used. This w

ork w
ill 

leave only slabs and foundations. D
ust w

ill be 
m

anaged through use of w
ater hoses to reduce 

potential im
pact on those living and w

orking 
onsite and im

m
ediate neighbours.

S
tage 4: This is the potentially noisiest part of 

the process, but the team
 have w

orked hard to 
use an approach w

hich m
inim

ises the am
ount of 

noise, and the tim
escale over w

hich the noise 
and any vibrations are felt. 

W
hereas som

e approaches w
ould ‘pepper’ the 

slabs w
ith m

any holes to w
eaken the surface, 

w
hich can create lots of ongoing pneum

atic noise, 
the approach being used here w

ill be to fracture 
the slabs through pressure. O

nly using a ham
m

er 
a'achm

ent to break holes in the slab if needed. 

O
nce the slab has been li.

ed, the foundations 
w

ill be ‘grubbed out’ and the ground cleared to 
ensure there are no obstructions rem

aining 
w

ithin the ground. 

This w
ork w

ill take place in short bursts to ensure 
noise does not inconvenience key neighbours 
and noise im

pact w
ill be m

onitored at all tim
es.

S
tage 5: A

n on site crusher w
ill take the larger 

elem
ents from

 the excavation and crush them
  

to a scale useable w
ithin the future foundation 

w
orks. W

ater hoses w
ork alongside the crusher 

to ensure dust is not released into the air and 
does not im

pact neighbours.

H
ours of w

ork
The set hours of w

ork w
ithin the planning 

agreem
ent is consistent w

ith all our w
orking 

hours on site. H
ow

ever, the team
 have been 

w
orking w

ith our nearest neighbours – sta! from
 

Royal Papw
orth H

ospital – to ensure planned 
w

orks during the day are tim
ed to m

inim
ise 

im
pact on them

, as w
ell as the w

ider com
m

unity.

The noisiest w
ork – stages 4 and 5 – w

ill 
therefore happen w

ithin 2 key focussed 
tim

efram
es, w

here w
ork w

ill be broken dow
n to 

ensure it is not constant. This w
ill include 

8–10
am

 and 3.30
–6pm

.

The project team
 does not anticipate significant 

disturbance to the w
ider village of W

aterbeach or 
other neighbours, but is hopeful that these hours 
w

ill also m
inim

ise im
pacts on everyone.

H
ow

 noisy is noisy?
The noisiest piece of equipm

ent w
ill be a 

pneum
atic breaker a'ached to the dem

olition 
rig. This w

ill only be used on the larger 
foundations to be broken out and m

ost of this 
w

ill occur som
e distance aw

ay from
 residents.

N
oise and vibration com

parisons are alw
ays 

di%
cult, as people can perceive the im

pact of 
noise di!erently and w

ind direction and open 
w

indow
s can m

ake a di!erence to the 
perception. A

s a general guide, the m
ain im

pact 
noise w

ill occur in excess of 125m
 from

 the 
nearest hom

es and w
ill be around 50

 – 60
 

decibels, w
hich is equivalent to the noise of hair 

clippers or a dishw
asher. In the lim

ited locations 
w

here dem
olition w

orks are closer to existing 
properties, less intrusive and quieter techniques 
w

ill be adopted, w
herever possible, to reduce the 

overall im
pact.

Rebecca B
ri'on added: "W

e know
 this w

ork w
ill 

be noisy for those closest to the developm
ent, 

and w
e w

ill be w
orking hard w

ith D
S

M
 to keep 

people up to date w
hen the detailed tim

ings are 
confirm

ed, and to m
inim

ise the im
pacts locally." 

If you do have any issues w
ith noise or dust, 

please do let the team
 know

. The length of the 
contract w

ill m
ean w

e can review
 approaches as 

w
e go and respond to any issues w

hich arise. 

If you have a com
plaint about noise, or any 

construction issues on site, please contact us by:

Em
ailing: w

aterbeach@
urbanandcivic.com

C
alling: 0

1223 622 533

 Dem
olition

 program
m

e

W
e are very used to carrying out 

dem
olition w

orks in a w
ay w

hich 
m

inim
ises the im

pacts on our 
neighbours, and it has been great 
w

orking w
ith U

rban&
C

ivic to bring 
this experience to this unique site. 
P

reviously w
e have w

orked on hospital 
sites and in city centres right next to 
hom

es, so w
e are confident w

e can 
carry out this w

ork respec*
ully and 

hopefully w
ith not too m

any people 
noticing!

A
ndrew

 Fletcher M
anaging D

irector of D
S

M
 

O
xford A

rchaeology E
ast have done 

a great job in recording all of the 
buildings, photographing them

 and 
m

aking sure a thorough historical 
record is kept. W

e w
ill be recording 

R
oyal E

ngineer veterans, talking about 
the buildings and their m

em
ories so 

that w
e can pull this historic record 

together, w
orking w

ith the M
ilitary 

H
eritage M

useum
, veterans groups 

and others, to capture the form
er uses 

and their transition to a developing 
new

 com
m

unity.

C
aroline Foster U

rban&
C

ivic
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 Housebuilder
 update

The first new
 hom

es at W
aterbeach B

arracks 
have been approved by S

outh C
am

bs P
lanning 

C
om

m
i!

ee and S
tonebond P

roperties w
ill start 

on site by the end of this year, w
ith the first 

residents expected to m
ove in tow

ards the end  
of next year. 

The 89 new
 hom

es w
ill include apartm

ents and 
houses ranging from

 one to four bedroom
s, built 

in m
ew

s and terraced styles, w
ith som

e larger 
detached fam

ily hom
es also available. The hom

es 
w

ill be fram
ed by m

ature w
oodland on one side 

and connected to w
ater features and w

oodland 
w

alks to play areas on the other. The hom
es w

ill 
also be a short w

alk aw
ay from

 the new
 prim

ary 
school, designed w

ithin a safe, car-free area 
surrounded by w

oodland, w
hich is scheduled to 

open in Septem
ber 20

23.

The first hom
es w

ill also include 28 a!ordable 
hom

es, reflecting the innovative range of 
A

!ordable H
ousing tenures developed w

ith 
South C

am
bridgeshire D

istrict C
ouncil’s H

ousing 
team

, and m
anaged by Longhurst G

roup as part 
of a com

m
itm

ent to ensuring the W
aterbeach 

developm
ent provides hom

es for people w
ith  

all levels of incom
e. 

First hom
es approved: S

tonebond 
to deliver first 89 hom

es

This A
ugust, C

A
LA

 H
om

es w
ill subm

it a planning 
application for the next phase of hom

es to com
e 

forw
ard at W

aterbeach B
arracks.

This latest phase w
ill deliver 111 new

 hom
es in a 

m
ix of types and styles, designed for local people, 

for a range of needs. A
!ordable housing has been 

incorporated, w
ith options to include a!ordable 

rent, shared ow
nership, discount m

arket sale and 
Rent to B

uy.

A
partm

ent building design draw
s inspiration from

 
treasured local gem

 D
enny A

bbey, to ensure new
 

housing is a sensitive addition to the landscape. 
A

ccent buildings w
ill ensure a pleasant and 

interesting streetscape, w
ith active frontages 

being a priority. 

Plans for green and open space are also w
ell 

considered, w
ith young and m

ature trees to be 
planted incorporating an interesting m

ix of 
species. S

hrub planting, hedgerow
s, and pollen 

and nectar rich planting have been designed into 
the landscape plan – as w

ell as bat and bird nest 
boxes – to create an environm

ent that prom
otes 

happy, healthy lives for our w
ildlife as w

ell as our 
residents. The designs also ensure easy access 
betw

een gardens and other green spaces for 
hedgehogs. 

S
ustainable thinking continues inside the hom

e, 
w

hich w
ill include air source heat pum

ps and 
underfloor heating to m

axim
ise energy e%

ciency; 
no gas w

ill be required to pow
er this phase. 

B
uildings have been positioned to optim

ise 
sunlight for heating, w

hile incorporating shade 
for cooling. There’ll also be provision for fast 
charging points for electric vehicles. 

C
A

LA
 H

om
es is already a housebuilding partner 

for U
rban&

C
ivic at the S

t N
eots’ W

intringham
 

developm
ent, but the designs for W

aterbeach are 
bespoke to the developm

ent and to w
ork w

ith the 
D

esign C
ode and vision for this unique location. 

Jim
 B

runt, Land D
irector at C

A
LA

 H
om

es said:
 “It’s great to be partnering once again w

ith 
U

rban&
C

ivic to bring m
uch needed new

 hom
es 

to W
aterbeach. W

e’ll be w
orking together to not 

only build new
 hom

es but to provide a range of 
com

m
unity benefits. W

e look forw
ard to 

subm
i'

ing our planning application this m
onth 

and hope to start w
orks early in 20

22, subject  
to approval.”

C
A

LA
 H

om
es – next on site

C
llr Pippa H

eylings, C
hair of South C

am
bridge-

shire D
istrict C

ouncil’s Planning C
om

m
i'ee, said: 

 “In C
om

m
i'ee, w

e debated im
portant points 

raised by residents and the Parish C
ouncil, this 

w
as im

portant as this w
ill be the first parcel of 

buildings in the developm
ent. W

e are pleased to 
have supported these plans, w

hich w
ill see the 

first new
 hom

es com
e forw

ard as part of this 
carefully planned new

 tow
n.”

 S
ustainable m

easures built into this all-electric 
developm

ent include vehicle charging points for 
every house and rainw

ater harvesting. S
tonebond 

w
ill also be w

orking w
ith U

rban&
C

ivic to support 
local suppliers and sub-contractors w

here 
possible throughout the construction period. 

C
aroline Foster from

 U
rban&

C
ivic, said: “This is 

an im
portant m

ilestone for the developm
ent of 

W
aterbeach B

arracks and S
tonebond is the 

perfect partner to deliver our first hom
es. It is 

very exciting to m
ove these hom

es forw
ard 

alongside the landscape and play areas our 
contractors are already delivering on site. The 
S

tonebond team
 has w

orked tirelessly to create 
bespoke designs w

hich reflect our com
m

itm
ent 

to sustainability, com
m

unity and enduring quality 
and w

e look forw
ard to w

elcom
ing our first 

residents tow
ards the end of next year.”

Illustrative C
G

I of houses com
ing forw

ard
C

G
I of houses com

ing forw
ard
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 Nam
ing

 consultation

Follow
ing a 12-w

eek consultation, w
ebinars, 

w
orkshops and hours of analysis, the nam

e for 
the new

 tow
n has been decided. The decision 

w
as verified at a C

abinet m
eeting at S

outh 
C

am
bridgeshire D

istrict C
ouncil on 30

 July a,
er 

councillors considered the report com
piled by 

U
rban&

C
ivic and R

LW
 that presented the findings 

of the nam
ing strategy consultation. 

The decision m
eans that the developm

ent, w
hich 

has been know
n as W

aterbeach N
ew

 Tow
n 

throughout the planning process, w
ill go forw

ard 
as W

aterbeach – sharing the nam
e w

ith the 
existing village, but also dem

arking the historic 
W

aterbeach Village footprint through careful 
signage and design, w

hich w
ill com

e forw
ard 

alongside the tra%
c calm

ing and public realm
 

enhancem
ents being funded by the developm

ent.

The consultation took place in tw
o parts: 

- 
looking at the overall nam

e of the N
ew

 Tow
n 

 
 and how

 that related to the existing village; 
and 

- 
then looking at a nam

ing approach to take 
 

 forw
ard the nam

ing of streets, parks and other 
public areas w

ithin the new
 developm

ent. This 
focussed on the form

er B
arracks and A

irfield, 
w

hich is further ahead w
ith delivery than the 

eastern side of the N
ew

 Tow
n.

C
onsultation process

The public consultation had tw
o phases: 

capturing w
ider view

s from
 village residents and 

surrounding com
m

unities in the first six w
eek 

tim
efram

e. This w
as supported by the delivery  

of consultation booklets to over 3,0
0

0
 hom

es  
in W

aterbeach and the surrounding villages, and 
an online consultation portal for com

m
ents,  

and prom
oted online w

ebinars for discussion  
on key issues to support the feedback.

In the second phase the findings of that feedback 
w

ere discussed in three w
orkshops, w

hich 
brought together the past, the present and the 
future of W

aterbeach through the m
ake-up of the 

participants, including: 

- 
The past: how

 history inform
s the nam

ing 
 

approach 

 
 W

aterbeach H
eritage G

roup, expanded to 
 

 include representatives from
 514 Squadron 

A
ssociation and 39 Royal Engineer Regim

ent 
veterans.

- 
The present: how

 do current residents view
 

 
 the connections w

ith the N
ew

 Tow
n 

 
Parish, D

istrict and C
ounty councillors as the 

 
 dem

ocratic representatives of the village and 
local area.

- 
The future: how

 the young people of 
 

 W
aterbeach feel about the identity of  

the village and the N
ew

 Tow
n

 
 The Prim

ary School collated view
s from

 
 

 classes in response to a video and shared 
plans over a tw

o w
eek period, sending 

through com
piled responses from

 the 
H

eadteacher. A
 w

orkshop w
as also held  

w
ith W

aterbeach A
ction for Youth.

C
onsultation responses

The first phase of the consultation found that:

- 
O

ver half (53%
) of people w

ho responded to  
 

the consultation preferred the nam
e to cover  

 
both the new

 tow
n and existing village. 

- 
O

f those people w
ho preferred one nam

e for  
 

both tow
n and village, 76

%
 opted for  

 
 

W
aterbeach. 

- 
The consultation also show

ed that 87%
 of  

 
 

people felt the nam
e of the original village of  

 
W

aterbeach should be updated to W
aterbeach  

 
Village, to m

ark the historic area of the village  
 

and ensure it retained the village identity and  
 

culture. 

The findings w
ere further explored in the 

w
orkshops and considered against view

s of the 
representatives there. Each w

orkshop cam
e back 

w
ith a consistent conclusion that N

ew
 Tow

n 
should be dropped and the developm

ent be part 
of a greater se'

lem
ent of W

aterbeach, w
ith the 

Village retaining its ow
n identity as a village. This 

reinforces the planning approach in term
s of 

m
anaging tra%

c aw
ay from

 the village, but 
ensuring good pedestrian, cycle and public 
transport links to the am

enities and facilities 
com

ing forw
ard w

ithin the developm
ent.

C
llr B

arbara B
ull, C

hair of W
aterbeach Parish 

C
ouncil, said: “W

e are pleased to see the special 
identity of W

aterbeach village has been 
recognised in the discussions on the nam

e of 
the tow

n and the relationship it has w
ith the 

village. The w
orkshops w

e w
ere involved in 

helped us look at the issue in m
ore detail and it 

has been good to see that local heritage groups 
and younger people have also had their voices 
heard in deciding on a w

hole place approach of 
W

aterbeach for the village and tow
n.”

C
aroline Foster, Senior D

evelopm
ent M

anager for 
U

rban&
C

ivic, said: “This has been a hugely 
im

portant process to w
ork through. The nam

e of 
a place is such a huge part of its culture and 
identity, and w

e believe this approach captures 
the sense of connection and di!erence 
expressed through the discussion, but m

ost of all 
celebrates a continuity of those historic farm

ing 
and m

ilitary connections through the centuries: 
em

bodied by the reconnecting of the C
ausew

ay 
links through the site.

“W
e are enorm

ously grateful for the tim
e, 

expertise and reflections people have shared 
during this long consultation, w

hich has also 
provided a great resource for future approaches 
for street and park nam

es. W
e look forw

ard to 
continued w

ork w
ith the Parish C

ouncil and local 
com

m
unities as the developm

ent m
oves 

forw
ard.”
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 W
aterbeach B

arracks:
 discovering the past 

B
efore the first phase of W

aterbeach B
arracks 

could begin, extensive archaeological 
investigations w

ere carried out to capture the 
history of previous residents and allow

 their story 
to inform

 the future designs and features of the 
new

 developm
ent. 

U
rban&

C
ivic has team

ed up w
ith O

xford 
A

rchaeology E
ast and the Farm

land M
useum

 and 
D

enny A
bbey to share the highlights of the first 

round of archaeology.

The W
aterbeach developm

ent is located at the 
junction of tw

o im
portant Rom

an regional 
transport links: O

ld Tillage Rom
an canal (form

erly 
thought to be part of the C

ar D
yke system

) and 
the Rom

an road know
n as A

kem
an S

treet, w
hich 

connects Erm
ine S

treet near W
im

pole H
all and 

runs along the alignm
ent of M

ere W
ay joining the 

broad route of the A
10

 up to the N
orth N

orfolk 
coast. 

These connections m
ade the area an appealing 

location for living and trading, and the 
archaeology being undertaken is helping piece 
together the jigsaw

 of W
aterbeach B

arracks’ past. 

Rebecca B
ri'on, C

om
m

unications, C
om

m
unities 

and Partnerships for U
rban&

C
ivic, said: “The 

archaeology of the W
aterbeach B

arracks site is 
an im

portant and fascinating first step in the 
creation of this new

 developm
ent. U

nderstanding 
how

 people lived and w
orked here over the 

m
illennia provides a great opportunity to honour 

the site’s past as w
e start to create its future. 

 “W
e w

ould usually involve the com
m

unity, local 
schools and interest groups in the archaeology, 
but the pandem

ic m
eant that our planned 

outreach program
m

es w
eren’t possible. This 

exhibition has given us the opportunity to share 
the results of our first phase of archaeology, 
introduce the next digs and provide an 
opportunity for those interested to register to 
get involved. W

e hope you enjoy the exhibition.”

W
hat w

ill I see at the exhibition?
W

aterbeach B
arracks is a historic place w

ith rich 
layers of heritage that span m

illennia. W
hile the 

recent m
ilitary past is som

ething that w
e are all 

fam
iliar w

ith, recent archaeological w
ork has 

enabled us to dig deeper into the past to find 
out m

ore about how
 our predecessors lived and 

w
hat they did here.

A
t the exhibition, you can find out m

ore about 
the dig and read about the artefacts uncovered 
- from

 Rom
an po'ery and coins to an am

azing 
B

ronze A
ge palstave axe-head - and w

hat has 
been discovered so far about life there during 
the Iron A

ge and Early Rom
an period.

W
here is the exhibition?

The exhibition is on display in the S
tone B

arn of 
the Farm

land M
useum

 and D
enny A

bbey – so 
you’ll be able to find out how

 W
aterbeach has 

developed over the m
illennia as w

ell as exploring 
the w

ide range of exhibits and a'
ractions at the 

M
useum

 and A
bbey.

See page 23 to find out w
hat else you can see 

and do at the Farm
land M

useum
 and D

enny 
A

bbey.

S
teve A

rcher, C
hair of Trustees said: “The 

Trustees, sta! and volunteers of the Farm
land 

M
useum

 at D
enny A

bbey are delighted to be 
hosting the W

aterbeach B
arracks A

rchaeology 
Exhibition in our 17th century stone barn. The 
storyboards and exhibits from

 the new
 W

aterbeach 
tow

n dig add to the early history of the site and 
surrounding area giving our visitors a glim

pse of 
w

hat w
as happening here before even the 

B
enedictine m

onks, Knights Tem
plar or Poor 

C
lare nuns w

ere occupying the site.

 “This is a great opportunity for local people and 
visitors from

 further afield to learn m
ore of the 

earlier history. O
ur thanks to U

rban&
C

ivic and 
O

xford A
rchaeology East for allow

ing us to host 
this im

portant exhibition.”

E
xhibition at Farm

land M
useum

 and 
D

enny A
bbey: S

um
m

er/A
utum

n 20
21

1  C
areful excavation of a Rom

ano-
B

ritish burial by an archaeologist
2  The exhibition at the Farm

land 
 

M
useum

 and D
enny A

bbey
3  A

xe head. A
 w

ell-preserved and 
 

 com
plete Early B

ronze A
ge unlooped 

palstave
4  B

ase of a painted ceram
ic Rom

an 
 

strainer
5 A

 sm
all M

axey type fantail brooch
6 O

ne of nine copper alloy bangles. 
 

 This is an expanding-type bangle 
m

ade from
 a plain strip

12

3456
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 W
aterbeach 

 A
rchaeology: 

 W
hat next?

The next phase of archaeological investigations 
w

ill take place over the next six m
onths and early 

evidence suggests that di!erent periods of 
history w

ill be prevalent, w
ith a focus on:

- 
Iron A

ge archaeology and se'
lem

ent in 
 

A
rea 2

- 
Rom

an se'
lem

ent in A
rea 3

- 
A

 possible A
nglo-S

axon H
all in A

rea 4

S
tephen M

acaulay from
 O

xford A
rchaeology, w

ho 
have been w

orking on the project since 20
14 

and w
ho has personally been involved in 

exploring local Iron A
ge and Rom

an history 
around W

aterbeach for the past 25 years, added: 
“This first round of archaeology w

as carried out 
close to the old Rom

an Road and o!ers a real 
insight into life here at the height of  Rom

ano-
B

ritain in the 2nd C
entury A

D
, w

ith personal 
item

s like bracelets and brooches, alongside the 
everyday insight of living, eating, farm

ing and 
even dying: w

ith evidence of burials and 
crem

ation caskets.”

“The next round of archaeology w
ill include w

hat 
w

e expect to be m
ore of the Rom

an se'
lem

ent 
and its Iron A

ge precursor, as w
ell as an A

nglo-
S

axon H
all. W

e hope w
e can involve people in 

the digs w
hich w

e w
ere not able to do last year 

due to C
ovid restrictions.”

To register an interest, please com
plete 

a quick form
 on our w

ebsite: 

w
w

w
.w

aterbeachbarracks.co.uk/archaeology 

W
e hope w

e can com
e back to the Farm

land 
M

useum
 and share further finds and inform

ation 
as the developm

ent rolls out.

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2021. All rights reserved. License No. AL 10001998

A
rea 1

1:10,000
0                                                           500 m N

A
rea 2

A
rea 3

A
rea 4

From
 the nam

ing consultation responses and the archaeology,  
w

e are ge'
ing som

e am
azing insights and stories about life at 

W
aterbeach through the centuries. W

e w
ould love to keep hearing 

your W
aterbeach m

em
ories and interesting facts about notable 

people and places from
 the present and past! 

W
e have set up a portal on our w

ebsite to help people share their 
stories, and w

e w
ill doing audio and video recording of m

em
ories 

to capture all that w
e can. Through the sum

m
er the focus is on the 

Royal Engineers based here 1968 until the B
arracks closed in 20

13.

S
hare your stories at: 

w
w

w
.w

aterbeachbarracks.co.uk/w
aterbeach-stories/

W
aterbeach 

m
em

ories
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 W
aterbeach M

ilitary 
 Heritage M

useum

The M
useum

 tells the story of the form
er airfield 

from
 1938 w

hen the land w
as bought, through to 

20
12 w

hen the R
oyal E

ngineers le,
.   

Follow
ing li.

ing of C
ovid-19 restrictions, the 

M
useum

 in now
 open from

 10
am

–4pm
 on the 

first W
ednesday and S

unday of each m
onth up  

to Rem
em

brance S
unday (14 N

ovem
ber 20

21), 
w

hen it w
ill open from

 1pm
–4pm

. 

Visits outside norm
al opening can be arranged 

by em
ailing w

aterbeachm
ilitarym

useum
@

w
aterbeach.org. The team

 ask people to login on 
the Q

R
 code displayed at the m

useum
 entrance 

or leave contact details w
ith their volunteers.  

O
ver the next couple of m

onths, the m
useum

 w
ill 

be undergoing a bit of a reorganisation to m
ake 

room
 to display som

e yet unseen artifacts m
ostly 

donated by civilian m
em

bers of the public and 
service personnel. Tw

o years ago the m
useum

 
received a large box containing a practice m

odel 
H

eavy G
irder B

ridge. Recently the side panels 
w

ere found at R
A

F W
y'on and brought over. A

s 
you can see from

 the photographs it is quite big! 

The M
useum

 has also been given a collection  
of aircra.

 photograps to sell, taken at various 
airshow

s, am
ongst them

 A
m

erican and R
ussian 

aircra.
. A

nyone interested in view
ing and m

aybe 
purchasing any photos are w

elcom
e to contact 

the M
useum

 or call in w
hen it is open. 

514 Squadron A
ssociation w

as to have its annual 
church service in S

t Johns and reunion lunch at 
the B

arracks on 14 A
ugust, how

ever it has been 
cancelled until next year, along w

ith the B
a'

le of 
B

ritain M
em

orial fly over at W
aterbeach.

Located in an idyllic rural se!
ing close to 

C
am

bridge (just o.
 the A

10
), The Farm

land 
M

useum
 and D

enny A
bbey is a day out for all  

the fam
ily! This independent m

useum
 tells the 

850
-year story of farm

ing and life in the 
C

am
bridgeshire Fens, w

ith a w
ide range of 

indoor and outdoor exhibits. It sits w
ithin the 

grounds of D
enny A

bbey, the beautiful form
er 

B
enedictine m

onastery, w
hich it m

anages on 
behalf of E

nglish H
eritage. 

A
s w

ell as an exclusive exhibition on the findings 
of the first phase of archaeological investigations 
at the W

aterbeach B
arracks archaeology (see 

page 18), the Farm
land M

useum
 also has lots to 

see and do:

- 
Visit the 1940

s village shop and farm
w

orker’s  
 

co'age, m
arvel at the stories of rural  

 
 

cra.
sm

en and check out the extensive  
 

 
collection of farm

ing equipm
ent and  

 
 

m
achinery through the ages.

- 
Visit D

enny A
bbey, a unique building and the 

 
 only religious site in England to have been 
occupied at various tim

es by three di!erent 
m

onastic orders. 

- 
Enjoy the co'age garden, allotm

ent, pond   
 

and open countryside.

- 
Treat yourself to som

ething from
 the new

 
 

m
enu in the D

ocky B
ox Tearoom

.

- 
Find out m

ore about the Tudors (19–22 
 

 A
ugust) and the 1940

s (26–30
 A

ugust), w
ith  

a W
orld W

ar II re-enactm
ent (29/30

 A
ugust).

Friends of W
aterbeach M

ilitary 
H

eritage M
useum

The M
useum

 is holding an inform
al B

B
Q

 for 
Friends of the M

useum
 on Saturday 11 

Septem
ber. This w

ill be a w
onderful 

opportunity for both the Trustees to say a big 
‘thank you’ and for the Friends to renew

 
acquaintanceships and friendships. 

To get into the spirit, the M
useum

 itself w
ill be 

open from
 3.30

pm
 and m

ilitary style m
usic w

ill 
be playing in the background aw

ay from
 the 

m
arquee. 

If you w
ould like to support the M

useum
 by 

becom
ing a ‘Friend’, an application form

 can 
be picked up at the M

useum
 or found on  

the w
eb site: 

w
aterbeachm

ilitarym
useum

.org.uk

 Farm
land M

useum
 

 and D
enny A

bbey

Volunteers W
anted!

The Farm
land M

useum
 and D

enny A
bbey is 

looking for volunteers to join its team
. To be 

there as a w
elcom

ing face for visitors, perhaps 
clear café tables, have fun helping out at events 
or sim

ply to be on hand to pitch in w
hen things 

get busy.
 If you think becom

ing part of a friendly team
, 

m
eeting new

 people and helping out at the 
m

useum
 could be fun, then get in touch w

ith 
S

arah at info@
farm

landm
useum

.org.uk 

N
o experience necessary and you can help out 

as li'
le or as m

uch as you like, at tim
es that  

suit you. 

w
w

w
.dennyfarm

landm
useum

.org.uk 
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Landbeach 
Tithe B

arn 

O
ne of a handful of buildings of its type 

rem
aining in C

am
bridgeshire, Landbeach Tithe 

B
arn is believed to date to the m

edieval period 
and has m

any historic features such as a 
thatched roof, elm

 tim
ber fram

e, tim
ber granary 

and brick threshing floor. 

The Tithe B
arn is used for a range of com

m
unity 

events and activities. In M
ay it w

elcom
ed around 

150
 people w

ho turned out to adm
ire, enjoy and 

purchase a range of foodstu!s, jew
ellery, arts 

and cra.
s m

ade by local artisans from
 H

iston 
C

ountry M
arket. It also hosted a display of 

artw
orks by local artist M

aureen M
ace, m

em
bers 

of the C
am

bridge D
raw

ing society and students 
at Row

an – a C
am

bridge-based charity providing 
an arts centre and forest school for m

ore than 
80

 adults w
ith learning disabilities. 

June saw
 tw

o ‘C
ovid D

ream
s’ w

eekends w
ith an 

innovative and thought-provoking art installation 
by G

ideon Pain and Theo G
ayer-A

nderson 
exploring the im

pact of the coronavirus pandem
ic 

on all our lives. This hands-on experience 
encouraged visitors of all ages to listen to local 
testim

onies on old-fashioned black telephones 
and w

rite the nam
es of people they w

ish to 
rem

em
ber onto an upturned boat.

Forthcom
ing events

Yoga at the B
arn: S

undays (book in advance)
C

am
bridge-based outdoor w

ell-being and yoga 
coach Julie D

avis is o!ering yoga classes suitable 
both for beginners and m

ore experienced 
practitioners.

H
eritage O

pen D
ay: 11am

–5pm
 on 18 S

eptem
ber 

(free entry)
Explore the new

ly repaired unique G
rade II listed 

tim
ber-fram

e Tithe B
arn and enjoy the surrounding 

green space. 

O
utdoor G

ym
: 9am

–m
idday on 6

 N
ovem

ber 
(free event)
G

et active and involved by helping tidy the hedge 
and m

eadow
 strip to the Tithe B

arn. Led by the 
Tithe B

arn’s landscape architect and 
horticulturalist. N

o experience necessary.

 ‘S
pend a Penny’ cam

paign
The Tithe B

arn is raising m
oney for tw

o eco-
friendly toilets for visitor use. C

alled Kazubaloos, 
these are an alternative to a com

posting toilet 
and don’t require any w

ater, electricity or 
chem

icals. They are self-contained, low
 

m
aintenance and are suitable for high-capacity 

use, w
hich m

akes them
 ideal for the B

arn to 
m

ake it an even be'er place to visit, hire and 
enjoy. 

Planning perm
ission has already been granted, 

so now
 its full steam

 ahead to raise the £30
,0

0
0

 
needed to install them

. The Trust has already 
raised alm

ost £12,0
0

0
 (plus G

i.
 A

id) from
 over 

60
 fantastic local donors and is m

aking bids for 
grant funding. 

You too can help m
ake this a reality by m

aking  
a donation (large or sm

all). If you spent a penny 
in the year 150

0
 (w

hen H
enry VII w

as King) you’d 
be spending over £5 today. The m

ore you can 
contribute, the sooner these facilities w

ill be in 
use; reaching another m

ilestone in turning 
Landbeach Tithe B

arn into an asset valued by  
the local and regional com

m
unity.

To find out m
ore about the barn, w

hat’s on and 
the plans for its future, go to 
w

w
w

.tithebarntrust.org.uk

M
ake new

 friends, w
ork in an am

azing space and know
 that  

you’re helping a great cause – three fabulous reasons to get 
volunteering. 

The Tithe B
arn is looking for people to help out  

on open days and/or to contribute as Event Volunteer or  
Learning Volunteer. W

hether you can m
ake a regular com

m
itm

ent 
or just spare the odd few

 hours, they’d like to hear from
 you!

To find out m
ore and register an interest, please em

ail 
tithebarntrust@

gm
ail.com

Volunteers w
anted

©
 Tithe B

arn Trust

©
 Tithe B

arn Trust

©
 Tithe B

arn Trust

25
24



S
um

m
er N

ature Trail 
The seasonal w

alk around the edge of Sedge Fen 
has reopened a.

er its annual rest over the cold 
and w

et m
onths of the year. The delicate peat 

soils have had tim
e to recover, and the lush fen 

foliage and pops of colourful fen flow
ers are a 

joy to see. The route is just over tw
o m

iles in 
length and is a beautiful and tranquil w

alk for a 
sum

m
er stroll. N

o need to pre-book.

S
um

m
er of Fun 

A
 series of drop-in activities are planned across 

the school holidays including self-led trails 
through the reserve, pond dipping, m

ini beast 
hunting and introduction to balance bike 
sessions. View

 the sum
m

er holiday planner at 
h'

ps://bit.ly/3rEkFfy  

 ‘Footprints’ C
om

m
unity E

ngagem
ent P

roject
W

ork on W
icken Fen N

ature Reserve’s exciting 
new

 heritage project, Footprints, has begun. 
M

ade possible by N
ational Lo'ery Funding, the 

project w
ill focus on creating opportunities for 

local people to access a range of recreational 
activities and connect w

ith nature, understand 
the cultural value of this special place and be 
part of its story. 

A
s part of our Footprints project, an A

nnual 
N

eighbourhood B
ioB

litz is taking place over the 
A

ugust B
ank H

oliday w
eekend 28–30 A

ugust.  
A

s m
any fam

ilies as possible are invited to get 
involved by spo'

ing and recording as m
any 

species as possible in their com
m

unity. This could 
be in your garden at hom

e, or in the com
m

unity 
green spaces in your neighbourhood. 

D
ow

nloadable resources w
ill be available to help 

you identify and record w
hat you find, and a 

team
 of experts w

ill be available via to help you 
W

icken Fens’ social m
edia channels. 

M
obile A

dverturers
The W

icken Fen team
 is w

orking w
ith Sport 

England and H
ealthy You (East C

am
bridgeshire 

D
istrict C

ouncil) on an exciting cycling adventure 
using the M

obile A
dventures app w

hich it is 
hoping to launch in Septem

ber.

 ‘M
urm

urations’: 17–19 S
eptem

ber
This site-specific theatrical experience w

as 
w

ri'en by playw
right S

teven W
aters w

hose 
recent Song of the Reeds, starring M

ark R
ylance, 

w
as on R

adio 4. Tangled Feet theatre ensem
ble 

w
ill be selling tickets for perform

ances via 
Eventbrite.

Farew
ell to M

O
TH

ER
...

It’s your last chance to see M
O

TH
ER... A

.
er tw

o 
years in place on M

oore’s D
rove, the S

tudio 
M

orison artw
ork w

ill be decom
m

issioned w
/c  

27 Septem
ber, so don’t m

iss the chance to take 
a few

 quiet m
om

ents over the sum
m

er to sit and 
contem

plate this unique space. There w
ill be a 

final event on Saturday, 25 Septem
ber to celebrate 

its tim
e there. Tickets available via W

ysing A
rts 

Eventbrite.

w
w

w
.nationaltrust.org.uk/w

icken-fen 

W
icken Fen

From
 its early years as a site of 

research and recording, crucial 
in the developm

ent of ecology 
as a science, the Fen is a 
w

onderful place for everyone 
to visit and enjoy the benefits 
of im

m
ersion in nature.

©
 N

T W
icken Fen / M

ike Selby

©
 N

T W
icken Fen / M

ike Selby
©

 N
T W

icken Fen / G
lynis P

ierson
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If you would like to meet the team, discuss
any ideas or issues about the development,  
have a tour of the site or look at the community 
facilities, then please contact:

T 01223 622533
E waterbeach@urbanandcivic.com
W waterbeachbarracks.co.uk

Urban&Civic is the Ministry of Defence’s 
development manager for the Waterbeach 
Barracks and Airfield site; one of the largest 
brownfield sites in the country.


